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CONPIDENTIAL LONDON 17945 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PPOR, PINT, PGOV, UK, SP 

SUBJECT: PRANCO PUNERAL REPRESENTATION TRIGGERS LABOR 
PARTY FUROR 

REF: LONDON 15889 

1 . IN DEATH AS IN LIPE GENERAL PRANCO IS ABLE TO DRIVE 
LABOR PARTY INTO IRRATIONAL PITS OP RAGE. GOVERNMENT AN- 
NOUNCEMENT THAT LORD SHEPHERD WILL REPRESENT HMG AT PRANCO 
PUNERAL AND JUAN CARLOS' ACCESSION (REPTEL) - A DECISION 
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WHICH WE UNDERSTAND WAS CAREPULLY CONSIDERED BY CABINET - 
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UNLEASHED STORM OE PROTEST FROM ALL SECTORS OF LABOR MOVE- 
MENT. PARLIAMENTARY LABOR PARTY (PLP) MEETING NOVEMBER 
20 UNANIMOUSLY PROTESTED GOVERNMENT'S DECISION TO SEND 
CABINET MEMBER, ALBEIT VERY JUNIOR ONE, TO ERANCO RITE. 

CHIEF WHIP AND PLP CHAIRMAN WERE THEN DISPATCHED TO CON- 
VEY PROTEST TO PRIME MINISTER WILSON. THIS ACTION WAS 
FOLLOWED BY: TELEGRAM TO WILSON FROM TUC CHIEF JACK JONES 
CALLING DECISION "AFERONT TO ALL THOSE FIGHTING FOR DEMO- 
CRACY INSIDE AND OUTSIDE SPAIN" (JONES WAS MEMBER OF IN- 
TERNATIONAL BRIGADE); TOUGH STATEMENT EROM PARTY GENERAL 
SECRETARY RON HAYWARD LABELING ACTION "CYNICAL REPUDIA- 
TION OF VIEWS OF WHOLE PARTY"; AND INTRODUCTION OP MOTION 
IN HOUSE OF CMMMONS, SPONSORED BY OVER 40 LABOR BACKBEN- 
CHERS, CONDEMNING DECISION. PRESS ALSO REPORTS THAT SE- 
VERAL MEMBERS OF CABINET OPPOSED SENDING SHEPHERD AND HAD 
ADVISED WILSON THAT THEY WOULD REFUSE TO MAKE TRIP, IF 
ASKED. 

2. PRESS REPORTS CONSERVATIVE PARTY WILL BE REPRE- 
SENTED AT BOTH FUNERAL AND ACCESSION BY SHADOW FOREIGN 
SECRETARY REGINALD MAUDLING. FCO, HOWEVER, ADVISES THAT 
MAUDLING WILL ATTEND ONLY ACCESSION CEREMONY, WITH SOME- 
ONE ELSE ATTENDING PUNERAL. 

3. LORD PRIVY SEAL AND LEADER OF HOUSE OP LORDS, LORD 
SHEPHERD RECEIVED LIFE PEERAGE IN 1959, HAS SINCE SERVED 
IN VARIETY OF PARTY LEADERSHIP POSTS IN LORDS AND WAS 
MINISTER OF STATE, FCO, 1967-70. HE JOINED CABINET AS 
PRIVY SEAL, THIRD MOST JUNIOR POSITION, IN FEBRUARY 1974. 

HE IS LABOR PARTY MODERATE. 

4. COMMENT: PRIME MINISTER AND FOREIGN SECRETARY CALLAG- 
HAN WERE WELL AWARE OF POTENTIAL REACTION TO UK REPRESEN- 
TATION AT FRANCO FUNERAL AND CLOSELY REVIEWED OPTIONS 
OVER PAST FEW WEEKS. IN SELECTING JUNIOR CABINET MINIS- 
TER AND PEER, THEY SOUGHT TO MINIMIZE ADVERSE REACTION 

IN PARTY WHILE AVOIDING AFFRONT TO SPANISH. THEY WERE 
NO DOUBT SURPRISED BY DEPTH AND BREADTH OF ANGRY OUTBURST 
THEIR DECISION TRIGGERED, BUT REMAIN CONVINCED THAT THEIR 
DECISION WAS CORRECT IN VIEW OF SPAIN'S IMPORTANCE AS 
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TRADING PARTNER AND THEIR DESIRE TO INFLUENCE FUTURE 
EVENTS IN THAT COUNTRY. ACCORDINGLY, WE EXPECT THEY WILL 
TOUGH IT OUT. EXTENT TO WHICH THIS EMOTIONAL OUTBURST 
WILL COLOR PLP ATTITUDES TOWARD GOVERNMENT'S LEGISLATIVE 
PROGRAM IS AS YET UNCLEAR, BUT WE ARE INCLINED TO BELIEVE 
IT WILL BE MINIMAL. 

RICHARDSON 
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